Sustainable Rangelands:
Grasslands that- when utilized for a specific goal or purpose- are

ly improving and at a mini showing equal health and
vigor, after timely recovery from that use.

Historic Stocking Rates
“With each passing dry spell, we can never run as
much livestock as we could prior to that dry spell.”

U, S, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

PARMERS' BULLETIN Mo 72

CATTLE RANGES OF THE SOUTHWEST:

A HISTORY OF THE, EXHAUSTION OF THE PASTURAGE

TIONS FOR ITS RESTORATION

H. L BENTLEY,

i .
1876: 3 Acres per Animal Unit
1900: 10 Acres per Animal Unit
1965: 20 Acres per Animal Unit
2000: 42 Acres per Animal Unit
2015: 64 Acres per Animal Unit

Cause:

Lack of understanding
of our rangeland
resource?

Poor grazing
management of that
resource?

Effect:
Climate Change?
' Brush Encroachment?
Erosion?

What happened and what
do we do to correct it?

Frank & Sims Price Ranch




Family Ranch Established 1876

Strategic Managed Rangelands
Single Herd Grazing
The Key to our Program

{

Timing of calving and weaning.
Livestock genetically and environmentally
adapted.
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® ,“WOI"th the Effort? Less Labor
~ Without a Doubt!

1/3 the time needed for Intensive Grazing
No Feed

No feeding of sheep: Ever

No feeding of cattle after 2 years old: No hay-
cake-blocks-tubs-molasses licks, only a
mineral-salt mix designed for our operation

Drought Resistance

Somewhat of a multiple progression. The
more sustainable the rangeland-the better it
gets-the faster it gets better.

No Worming or Fly control
Many ranches in the area struggle to find ways
of controlling parasites.
Greater pounds of livestock
per acre
Slow but positive. Only added cost is mineral
and some pharmaceuticals. Livestock

performance is as good as or better than
traditional grazing.

Stockmanship

mmﬂe do the work

No Feeding of Mature Cattle
No Hay or Cake Only a Mineral Designed for
our Operatio

Texas Blue Grass
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Less Labor and Feed Results
inless
Fuel and Equipment

Big Bluestem on a Steep Hillside Indian Grass: Native no Seeding
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Erosion Reversal

Parasite issues are greatly reduced. We have not
wormed or treated for flies in years.

Sustainable Rangelands

Livestock health, with
Wildlife thrive in them proper management

—




Vine Mesquite — Texas Cup — Big Blue
Switch — Indian — Little Blue

At what point (If ever) does grass density begin to suppress Beayt‘/ i5. in the Eye of the Beholder
encroachment of invasive species? Using Fire as a Management Tool
\ g

The proud history of the ranching industry
is a testament to rangeland sustainability and how fragile it is.
We must all admit that our forefathers and regretfully ourselves have
made huge mistakes with respect to sustainable rangelands.
Recognizing those mistakes and moving forward with the solutions
available to us, has much potential for the environment and ranching
industry.

It is time we ‘Come to the Plate’

We as a rangeland managers must focus on the
our r. land degradation. That cause is poor ap
grazing management. Without addressing the cause we will
never move toward truly s nable rangelands.
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Creating Sustainable
Rangelands for the
Frank & Sims Price Ranch

ith Drought

+ Better:
o o
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